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SECRET 


April 18, 1962 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUNDY 
SUBJECT : Laos 


V 


I thought it would be useful for the record if I tried 
to memorialize the Presidents decision to accept Averell's 
recommendation on the possible withdrawal of certain of the 
White Star teams in Laos* 

It is my understanding that the President decided yester- 
day to authorize Averell to order the withdrawal of those 
MAAG White Star teams which are located in the forward field 
positions. Approximately 7 or 8 teams (a total of about 100 
men) would be involved. The teams would be withdrawn to the 
rear echelon and would remain in Laos until their normal tour 
of duty expired. Whether or not they would be subsequently 
replaced would depend upon the circumstances at the time. 
Although certain interested nations would be Informed of this 
decision diplomatic ally , no public announcement would be made 
until the withdrawal of the teams was actually ordered. It 
Is not contemplated that this would occur until May 7th, 1962. 


Michael V. Forres tal 
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